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Abstract of JP1 0081 156 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the 
inter-vehicle distance control or the constant 
speed running control from being continued 
under the condition where the distance 
detecting performance of a laser radar is still 
lowerd owing to rainy weather by detecting the 
amount of rain, and stopping the inter-vehicle 
distance control or the constant speed running 
control when the detected amount of rain is 
above a designated value. 
SOLUTION: According to a driver's own car 
speed detected value of a car speed sensor 3 
and an inter-vehicle distance detected value of 
a laser radar device 1, the speed of the 
preceding vehicle is computed by a preceding 
vehicle recognizing part 6a of a constant 
speed controller 6. If the running speed of the 
preceding vehicle is lower than the preset car 
speed of the driver's own car from the above 
operation, a car speed control part 6b controls 
a throttle actuator 7 and an automatic 
transmission controller 8 to keep the preset 
inter-vehicle time. According to a continuous 
operation signal of a wiper device 12, the 
amount of rain is detected, and when the 
detected value is above a designated value, 
the inter-vehicle distance control or the 
constant speed control of the constant speed 
running controller 6 is stopped. Accordingly, 
the continuation of the inter-vehicle distance 
control under the condition where the distance 
detecting performance is lowered can be 
prevented. 
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